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The Notion of the In-House Lab 
(June 10, 2016) 

As a follow up to the “John Fetzer’s Spiritual Path in the 1980s” memo, I’d like to relate the 
following by returning to the subject of the now separate tracks of John’s personal spiritual journey 
and the no longer co-incident Foundation/Institute mission in the later 1980s. 

This is just additional background information for you, since it doesn’t directly pertain to 
John’s personal spiritual path 

Though John’s own spiritual path had, in the later 1980s, veered off into the individual-inner- 
practice focus of MSIA, on the Institute side, John was still pushing the notion of an in-house lab, 
following through on the dictates from the early 1980s Jim Gordon channelings. I attach three JEF 
statements to his board in this regard—the most pertinent sections appear below. 

March 3-4,1989 JEF Board Opening Remarks 

John expressing frustration towards President Glenn Olds, partly over dragging his feet on an 
in-house lab: “The other thing that comes right with that in tandem is to establish our own lab and 
begin this research as I have asked for, and get it going and find a Director of Research.” 

September 29, 1989 Board Meeting: 

JEF’s so-called Founder’s Statement 

Glenn Olds is gone, and Rob is the president; John once again pushes the lab: “To be specific, 
our immediate goal is to develop our educational institution, and establish our in-house laboratory.” 

October 4, 1989 JEF’s “Thoughts on Research” 

In response to a follow up request for more detail with regards to an in-house lab, John writes 
a metaphysically-based memo: “In the laboratory, unbiased truth can be pursued.” 

Backing up a couple years to the mid-1980s, it is interesting to note that the Fetzer Foundation 
was giving substantial support to the ARE Foundation in Phoenix in the 1984-1986 era. Based upon 
the channelings of Edgar Cayce, the Phoenix ARE operation was actually rather close to the vision of 
Jim Gordon’s 1970s channeled AMPRA, in that it was doing clinical medical (holistic medicine) work 
as well as research. In the 1984-1986 era, the Fetzer Foundation funded a substantial Energy Medicine 
effort at ARE (thus the Larry Massie interviews with some of the old ARE folks). This led to an 
international Energy Medicine Convention in Madras, India (which John Fetzer insisted Jim Gordon 
attend; Jim in turn insisted I go along ... there’s an interesting side-story to that). Also, by the way, 
when John Fetzer had an angina attack in 1984, he spent a couple months at the ARE clinic in Phoenix 
to recuperate. I’ve always assumed that, similar to what happened in the early 1970s when John was 
briefly on the IONS Board, John decided to not donate his funds to others’ organizations in order to 
accomplish his goals, but to bring the efforts under his own control, at the Fetzer Foundation. 



When the Fetzer Institute did establish an in-house lab for a couple years circa 1990, it brought 
over ARE’s top scientist, an Indian named T. M. Srinivasan, to be Director of Research. The lab died 
after just a couple years, mainly, in my opinion, because no one at Fetzer understood John’s “Thoughts 
on Research” memo. Also, no one at Fetzer had seen the 1980s Jim Gordon channelings (except for 
Bruce Fetzer, who was fired by Rob in 1990), and no one had the metaphysical background necessary 
to understand the field (except for Bruce and Judy Skutch-Whitson, though Judy was anti-MSIA, 
which clouded tilings, etc.). So there was no institutional will to maintain the effort (which would have 
been rather daunting and probably very expensive by the way). The Institute did focus on mind-body 
health in the 1990s and the effort was rather successful, the most successful thing the Institute has 
ever done. 



